In a primipara, ret. 31 and of full habit, tlie pains had been strong and frequent for six hours, the os uteri was thin in the edges, Ergot was inadmissible under sucli circumstances. Reasoning from analogy on the effects of tartar emetic as a local irritant, when employed in the form of lotion or ointment, I conceived that temporary local stimulation of the uterus might be induced more directly from the rectum than through the medium of the stomach, and that subsequent relaxation might be produced in the surround-

